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ural Montana has always been known for its beautiful expanses of wide open blue sky and
INSIDE golden fields, but drive along most rural roads and the view is bound to be broken by another
i Montana icon, the grain elevator or granary. With the efforts of a few locals a new preserva-
d - tion trend is emerging, one which embraces Montana’s agricultural history and the magnificent wood
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, structures that came with it.
‘Grain Elevators

A few miles north of Livingston sits the Ferry
Creek Ranch, established in 1882 by Napoleon
Ebert the contractor who built the Northern Pacific
Railroad from Wisconsin to Livingston, Montana.
In addition to the Queen Anne style home built
from locally quarried sandstone, many original
outbuildings grace the site. Among these is a small
granary, between 600 and 700 square feet, origi-
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In renovating the Anceney elevator into a residence, the owners added windows and decks
to the rear of the building in order to maintain its historical appearance along the road.

the Agrineeds elevator stands as a prominent historical, agricul-
tural and railroad landmark in the community and the state.
Located in the east end of Livingston within walking distance of
the Downtown Historic District, the elevator, in its heyday, was a
hub of state and local agricultural trade and commerce. The five-
floor, 17,950 square foot building was built utilizing two histori-
cally significant methods of construction. The grain bins are of
wood crib construction employing 2 x 8s laid flat and spiked
together on the lower walls, with 2 x 45 on the upper section.
Additionally, the post and beam warehouse was built with heavy
timbers ranging from 8- to 12-inches square.

The restoration project will preserve the historic nature of the
elevator by maintaining its inherent qualities of natural light,
open space and the previously mentioned methods of construc-
tion, while incorporating state-of-the-art amenities such as high-
speed internet access, elevator service, handicap accessibility
throughout, and a modern fire suppression system. The building
will include 10 small studios, a retail space, a restaurant and three
large office spaces.

The elevator’s revitalization will enhance the quality of life
and property values for neighborhood residents while simulta-
neously re-creating an area trade and commerce center. In
addition, this project will contribute to the ongoing preservation

and enhancement of local and state culture and heritage. YELLC
plans to break ground Spring 2006 with a projected occupancy
date of winter 2007.

Back in 1993, Jill Baumler and her husband, Robert Mannisto,
were looking for an historic bridge to convert into a residence, but
instead fell in love with the grain elevator at Anceney in the
Gallatin Valley. The nearly six-story grain elevator was built in
1914 when prominent cattleman, Charles Anceney, paid for a spur
line to the site just west of Bozeman in order to conveniently ship
cattle from his sprawling 100,000-acre Flying D Ranch.

This classic example of a country grain elevator measures 30-
feet by 33-feet with a two-story head house. The exterior is clad
with corrugated sheet metal and the interior grain bins are of
cribbed 2 X 6s and 2 X 4s. Jill and Robert have done almost all of
the restoration work on the building, including the addition of 75
stair steps, to make it into a 5,500-square-foot residence. The first
two floors contain the main living space, including a kitchen and
great room on the second floor. The third floor houses a second
smaller kitchen, and the fourth floor is the master bedroom suite.
The head house will be converted to a fifth floor library and sitting
room, and the six floor will be an open room for enjoying the
spectacular view from the top.

For more information please contact:
Ferry Creek Ranch/Montana Grasslands Beef
Rob Forstenzer, Julie Danaher
177 Old Clyde Park Rd, Livingston, MT 59047
406-222-4835 rob@montanagrasslandsbeef.com

The Yellowstone Elevator, LLC

Kris and Cloe Erickson (924 East Park St)
P.O. Box 1982 — Livingston, MT 59047
(406) 222-2071 info@atlasfinds.com

Jill Baumler/Robert Mannisto
717 Ridgeview Drive
Bozeman, MT 59718

GRrEAT GRAIN
ELEVATOR RESOURCE

or anyone interested in grain elevators for rehab, reuse, or just

for their intriguing agricultural and architectural history, The
Country Grain Elevator Historical Society is an excellent resource.
The Country Grain Elevator Historical Society was founded by
Bruce Selyem in 1995 to promote the preservation of country grain
elevators and their history by the collection, conservation and
dissemination of information for documentary and educational
purposes. The website, www.country-grain-elevator-historical-
society.org, features Selyem’s fantastic grain elevator photography,
elevator diaries, articles about grain elevator preservation, and links
to other grain elevator preservation resources.
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